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Snapshot from a busy ‘summer season’
elcome to Issue 20 of High-Light, our quarterly
journal for both the Association’s members and
our wider network of supporters and contributors.

W

This Issue is intended to provide a snapshot of the busy
‘summer season’ of Armed Forces Week activities and cadet
summer camps. It is worth bearing in mind that much more goes
on throughout the year than there is room for in the pages of
High-Light. To get the full flavour please visit our website, Twitter
account and Facebook pages to keep up to date with other
developments and join in the conversation, not least concerning
our newest recruit, Sgt Maj George Seathwood...
Driven by the RFCA 2020 Programme, a pan-UK reorganisation
of personnel within the RFCAs, the summer has seen the
complete reorganisation of the Inverness office, which now
mirrors the other estate offices in Aberdeen and Dumbarton.
I am delighted to welcome Rochene Mitchell, our new Estates
Officer North to her role. At the same time we say farewell
to Terry Cowan, Ruth Matthews and Laura Innes and I would
particularly like to single out the nearly 10 years of enthusiastic
and efficient support that Ruth has given to the Northern Area
committee.
An ambitious programme of cadet hut betterment work
is under way with over 20 sites due for work in this financial
year (see page 15). Ballingry and Kilsyth are the first huts to be
completed, whilst the repair and renovation of the cookhouse in
Lochgilphead Cadet Training Centre has also been finished. We
will keep you posted as other sites are renovated.
Much is of course happening in the reserve and cadet units
we support, with such major undertakings as 71 Engr Regt’s
recent Exercise PINESTICK (pictured, above right) in Cyprus being
covered in our next edition. We are always keen to report on
these and other unit activities, with Officer Cadet McKeown’s

The ERS Silver
Awards were held at
Edinburgh Castle.

report on a 205 Field
Hospital fundraiser on
page 12 being a great
example.
The Highland Cadet
Forces Trust, introduced
in the last edition by
Founding Chairman Dr Joe
Morrow has now been
granted charitable status
by HMRC and the Office of
the Scottish Charity Regulator.
The Trust is working to refine its strategic plan and has already
made its first welfare disbursement to a cadet unit. We need
your help to continue this work to deliver the Trust’s purposes,
including such benefits brought by the cadets as education,
citizenship, community development, public participation,
equality and diversity. Should you wish to contribute you will
find a Direct Debit mandate enclosed in this edition.
The 2018 round of Employer Recognition Scheme awards,
that recognises the commitment and contribution made to the
wider Armed Forces community by employers and employer
organisations from the public and private sectors, has just
concluded.
Two of ‘our’ accounts, Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce
and IED Training Solutions Ltd, have both won prestigious
Silver Awards as reported on pages 10 and 11, and NHS Orkney
has achieved the coveted Gold Award, which was presented
in London last month. Our heartfelt thanks and warmest
congratulations to them all!

Mark Dodson
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Sun shines on another Stirling success

The Red Devils Army Parachute Team made a spectacular entrance to kick off the show.

rilliant sunshine greeted
the thousands of visitors
who attended Stirling Military
Show on 30 June.

B

The Cruachan Guest Tent (provided by
HRFCA in collaboration with Stirling Council
and 7 SCOTS) was again at the heart of the
action, welcoming guests for refreshments
and a fantastic view of the arena area.
Guests included Mark Lancaster MP,
Minister of State for the Armed Forces at
Westminster and Graeme Day MSP, Minister
for Parliamentary Business and Veterans at
Holyrood.
King’s Park opened to visitors at 11am
where they were able to enjoy a wide variety
of stalls and interactive stands from the likes
of 7 SCOTS, 71 Engineer Regiment, the Royal
Navy, Royal Marines, the Scottish Military
Vehicle Group, Service Cadets, Service
charities and many others.
The parade, which stepped off from Port
Street at 12:05, marched through the town
and arrived at the park at 12:30.
Prior to the parade inspection by the
Lord-Lieutenant of Stirling and Falkirk Alan
Simpson and Stirling Provost Christine
Simpson, the excellent Red Devils Army
Parachute Team treated the crowd to a
display. The four-man team dropped into the
arena in spectacular style amid a cloud of red
smoke.
Musical entertainment followed from the
7 SCOTS Pipe Band and, on the stage, Dionne
Hickey.
Next up in the arena was an infantry
capability demonstration courtesy of D

Company of 7 SCOTS and C Squadron of
the Scottish and North Irish Yeomanry.
2015 The Voice champion Stevie
McCrorie then took to the stage to keep
the crowd entertained ahead of the
cadet drill competition.
Taking to the arena were teams from
the Sea Cadets, Dollar Academy CCF,
ATC from Stirling and Alloa and a team
from Stirling Company of the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders Battalion ACF.
All the teams performed really well in
front of the appreciative audience, with
the team from the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders coming out on top.

A presentation of a Lord Lieutenant’s
Certificate for Meritorious Service
was next, with the hard work and
commitment of Major Claire Luti of
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
Battalion ACF recognised.
The day was rounded off with a
memorable performance of Beating
Retreat from the Band of the Royal
Marines Scotland.
All in all Scotland’s premier Armed
Forces Week event didn’t disappoint,
and has become a very welcome
annual fixture on the country’s summer
calendar.

Mark Lancaster MP and Graeme Dey MSP enjoy a chat at the Cruachan Guest Tent.
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The Highland and Lowland bands of The Royal Regiment of Scotland
joined forces to perform at Stirling. Below: They even found time in
their busy schedule to provide entertainment in the HRFCA tent.

Major Claire Luti received a Lord Lieutenant’s
Certificate for Meritorious Service from Alan Simpson.

The Band of the Royal Marines Scotland played an atmospheric Beating Retreat.

From left: Lord-Lieutenant Alan Simpson presents the drill trophy to the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders; HRFCA’s Michelle McKearnon and
Sharon Swash enjoy a welcome break; and sprightly Black Watch WWII veteran Jack Adamson (99) with his soldier’s service and pay book.
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The Pipes & Drums at Gordon Barracks.

130-strong RAF band Beats Retreat
he Combined RAF Pipes &
Drums performed a dress
rehearsal of Beating Retreat at
Gordon Barracks in Aberdeen
on 27 August in advance of a
performance for Her Majesty the
Queen at Balmoral the next day.

T

The event – which was part of the
RAF 100 celebrations – was enjoyed by
around 60 guests and hosts invited to the
barracks by Highland RFCA.
Guests included the Lord-Lieutenants of
Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire, plus
the Deputy Lieutenant of Aberdeen City.
Also present were MPs Kirsty Blackman

and Andrew Bowie, veterans and
members of the RAF Association in the
North East including John Cruickshank VC
(210 Sqn Sullom Voe).
The combined pipes and drums
were brought together from regular
units including from RAF Odiham, RAF
Northolt, RAF Halton, RAF Waddington,
RAF Lossiemouth, and also from 2622
Squadron of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force
based at Lossiemouth.
The band ranged in ages from 16-76
and, at 130-strong, was the biggest-ever
collection of RAF pipers and drummers.
They were expertly marshalled by Pipe
Major Ian Hughes.
All contributors to the event were

2288 (Montrose) Squadron assisted on the day.

volunteers and, given the
collaboration of regulars,
reserves, veterans, cadets
and adult volunteers, was
an excellent example of the
‘whole force’ concept in
action.
The salute was taken by Air Commodore
Robbie Noel RAF (Retd) on behalf of Air
Officer Scotland.
Many thanks to Acting Pilot Officer
Matt Smith and the members of 2288
(Montrose) Squadron ATC who assisted on
the day. Also, thanks go to Lt Col Geraint
Thomas and his station staff officer
Norrie Donald for allowing the use of the
facilities at Gordon Barracks.
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Tattoo leaves its mark on show guests

ighland and Lowland RFCAs
treated around 40 guests
to an evening of top-class
entertainment at The Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

H

The 21 August evening started with a
reception and buffet at the Radisson Blue
hotel on The Royal Mile before the guests
headed to Edinburgh Castle for the show.
‘The Sky’s the Limit’ was the theme for
the tattoo, which embraced Scotland’s Year
of Young People with colourful performers
from across the globe. They included
Switzerland’s Top Secret Drum Corps, The
Central Band of the Czech Armed Forces
and, marking their 100th anniversary, the
Royal Air Force.
In total, the Tattoo brought together 24
performances to create a showcase of the
world’s best military performers.
Companies and organisations represented
at the event included Argyll & Bute Council,
Aberdeenshire Council, Aberdein Considine,
Driver Hire Dundee & Perth, Highlands
& Islands Airports Ltd, Highlife Highland,
Moray Chamber, Perth & Kinross Council,
Perthshire Glazing, Thorntons Law LLP, West
Dunbartonshire Council, Dundee and Angus
Chamber, Dundee City Council, STEM, and
GSL (Associates) Scotland Ltd.
HRFCA’s hosts were Director of
Engagement Dai John, Regional Employer
Engagement Director Michelle McKearnon,
Employer Engagement AO Sharon Swash,
and Estates Officer East Radu Nitu.

The Royal Air Force was marking its 100th anniversary.

Some of the guests enjoying the pre-show
catering at the Radisson Blue.

HRFCA Estates Officer East Radu Nitu
attended the show with Mrs Nitu.
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BAE systems marks 50 years in Fife
AE Systems has celebrated 50 years of
manufacturing at its Hillend facility in Fife.

B

The event was celebrated at the facility with a reception on 9
August.
Music was provided by a band from The Black Watch Battalion
ACF and, as part of the celebrations, HRFCA Chief Executive
Brigadier Mark Dodson presented the firm with an Employer
Recognition Scheme Gold Award in recognition of all that it does for
our Armed Forces.
Guests at the special event included Air Vice Marshal Ross
Paterson and 51 Brigade’s Colonel Charlie Wallace.
A plaque to commemorate the anniversary was unveiled by Mr

Music was provided by a band from The Black Watch Battalion ACF.

Dave Rollo, Site Lead and Head of Business Development
and Support receives the ERS Gold Award from HRFCA
Chief Executive Mark Dodson.

Robert Balfour, the
Lord-Lieutenant of Fife.
The Hillend site is one of two
highly-specialised UK facilities
which manufactures, assembles,
tests and integrates military
weapons and electronic systems
ranging from missile seekers to
avionics equipment solutions.
BAE Systems is the UK’s largest defence and security company
with approximately 33,000 employees based at around 50
sites across the country. It is also the UK’s largest employer of
professional engineers.

HRFCA Chief Executive Mark Dodson
addresses the audience.

Jim Kinloch of BAE Systems gives a speech.

High-Light • Issue 20

|9

Veterans and cadets outside the Caird Hall.

Above: Sea Cadets compete in a Gun Run.
Left: ATC cadets march down Reform Street.

Dundee celebrates Armed Forces Day

D

undee celebrated its Armed Forces
Day on 23 June in the City Centre.

Once again the sun shone on the event which
gave the public a chance to show their support
for the men and women who make up the
Armed Forces community: from currently serving
troops to Service families, veterans and cadets.
Along with a parade of veterans and cadets, a
service and entertainment, there were a variety
of stands for the public to visit.
Representing the Armed Forces were Dundeebased 225 (Scottish) Medical Regiment, 32 Signal
Regiment, and the Royal Naval Reserve and
Royal Marines Reserve from HMS Scotia. There
were also Sea, Army and RAF cadets from units
including TS Duncan, TS Ajax, Angus and Dundee
Battalion ACF, and 1232 (City of Dundee), 2450
(Dudhope) and 2345 (Leuchars) Squadrons.
The parade stepped off from the High School
of Dundee at noon led by a pipe band, arriving
shortly afterwards at City Square. Dundee
Lord Provost Ian Borthwick and Dundee-born
Lieutenant General Sir Alistair Irwin (who also
took the salute) inspected the parade.
The VIP guests were then treated to
entertainment including Irish and Indian dancing
and a highly-competitive gun run involving Sea
Cadets from TS Duncan in Dundee and TS Ajax in
Methil.
Highland RFCA had its usual pitch at Boots
corner which, as ever, generated a healthy level
of interest.

The Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet with
the Armed Forces Day flag.
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Employers collect Silver awards at Castle

M

ore than 100 people
from across the country
gathered at Edinburgh Castle
on 8 November for the Scottish
event to mark success in the
Defence Employer Recognition
Scheme, jointly organised by
Lowland and Highland Reserve
Forces’ and Cadets’ Associations.

Following a reception in the historic
Laich (or Low) Hall, guests and hosts
moved to the Great Hall where Castle
Governor Maj Gen Mike Riddell-Webster
welcomed them.
He explained a little of the Hall’s history,
having been completed in 1511 for James
IV and whose substantial wooden roof is
regarded as one of the finest examples of
its type in Britain.
During the dinner, a number of vignettes
were provided, ranging from the personal
experiences of members of the reserve
forces, including from Lance Corporal
Michael Hashim of the Royal Military
Police and Flight Lieutenant John
Carolan-Cullion, a Medical Support Officer
of 612 Squadron of the Royal Auxiliary
Air Force. A complementary perspective
was provided by Professor Andrea Nolan,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Napier
University, who described the University’s
commitment to the reserves and its

academic research in support of the
Armed Forces community.
The gathering was then treated to
an outstanding piping performance
provided by pupils of George Heriot’s

School, after which the presentation of
coveted Employer Recognition Scheme
Silver Awards was made by the Chief of
the Defence Staff (Reserves and Cadets),
Maj Gen Ranald Munro, to an array of
employers and employer organisations

from across the length and breadth of
Scotland.
Following the presentations, Maj
Gen Munro addressed the diners,
acknowledging from his own experience
the challenges and rewards of reserve
service and thanking all those who had
won Silver Awards for their commitment
to the wider Armed Forces family. He
concluded his remarks by thanking
all those who had contributed to the
success of this important and prestigious
event and encouraging all the employers
who had achieved the Silver Awards to
consider ‘going for Gold’.
Silver Awards were presented to:
Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce,
IED Training Solutions Ltd; Bright Purple
Resourcing Ltd; Highlander (Scotland) Ltd;
Lothian Buses Ltd; Renfrewshire Chamber
of Commerce; The Scottish Rugby
Union; Scottish Chambers of Commerce;
Midlothian Council, and RB Safety
Consultants.
Master of Ceremonies duties
throughout the evening were ably
performed by Brig (Retd) Mark Dodson,
Chief Executive of Highland Reserve
Forces’ and Cadets’ Association.
Special mention goes to Colin Vooght
and his team from Lowland Reserve
Forces’ and Cadets’ Association who
led the planning and delivery of such a
memorable evening.
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Winners included Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce.

IED Training Solutions Ltd received their award from Maj Gen Munro.

HRFCA CE Mark Dodson acted as Master of Ceremonies for the event.

Pipers from George Heriot’s School provided entertainment.

The 2018 ERS Silver Award recipients with Castle Governor Maj Gen Mike Riddell-Webster (back, left) and (front row, centre) Chief of the Defence
Staff (Reserves and Cadets), Maj Gen Ranald Munro.
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The team gathers in Duthie Park, Aberdeen, ready to begin their journey. Right: A few teething issues on the bikes are sorted.

Charity cyclists raise £745 for Erskine
By Officer Cadet Jonathan McKeown

A

s August drew to a close and
the sunshine of summer
began to be replaced by the
dreary grey of autumn in Scotland,
riders from Aberdeen Detachment
205 (Scottish) Field Hospital
embarked on a 44-mile bike ride
along the Deeside Way to raise
money for Erskine Hospital.
The glorious sunshine and baking heat
of summer had passed and we were met
in the early morning by an overcast sky, a
chill wind and the risk of rain throughout
the day – perfect cycling weather! We
began our ride in Aberdeen, starting along
the Deeside Way and heading out towards
Ballater. The journey took us along the
north bank of the River Dee, through the
former path of the Deeside Railway.
From Aberdeen to Drumoak, the weather
held out and we made good speed. We
arrived at the eleven-mile point ahead of
schedule, allowing us a chance to make
any adjustments to our bikes and fix any

teething issues we had. From there we
travelled seven miles to Banchory, arriving
just in time to catch a patch of sun and top
up our engines with coffee and bacon rolls.
The energy was desperately needed as the
next leg took us up into the hills between
Banchory and Aboyne. Six miles of rolling
hills made for stiff legs and sore backsides
but also gave us the chance to pick up
some speed on the downhill routes.
After a longer-than-intended lunch break
at the bottom of the hills, we set off for
Aboyne. By now our legs were aching and
backs were stiff, but morale was still high
(despite the brief rain shower that caught
us coming down from the hills). A brief stint
on the road coming into Aboyne gave us
some decent speed to make up for time
lost on the hills before we set off towards
Ballater and the final eleven miles of the
trip.
The final few miles began to drag on
as we slowed. Tiredness had settled into
our bodies, the bleak autumn clouds
had returned to hide the sun, and the
beautiful landscape of the Cairngorms and
River Dee had become hidden by dense
forestry along the cycle route. But as the
trees cleared and the spire of Ballater’s

Left: Officer Cadet McKeown
leads the way as the team
finishes their journey, arriving
outside the old Ballater railway
station.
Right (from left): Warrant
Officer Class 2 Neil Skillander,
Staff Sergeant Karen Hill,
Captain Mick Whyte, Major
Andrew Gilmour, Officer Cadet
Jonathan McKeown, Private
Dean Dickson.

A brief respite in the hills around Banchory,
but the hardest part was still to come.

Glenmuick Church crept over the horizon
a new-found energy took over us and we
raced towards the finish line, arriving at the
Ballater railway station at speed.
Champagne and chips were enjoyed at
the end of our journey, as not only had we
completed the 44 miles from Aberdeen to
Ballater but we had also raised £745.00
for Erskine Hospital. Special thanks go to
Warrant Officer Class 2 Neil Skillander and
Staff Sergeant Karen Hill for both driving
the support vehicle and taking part in the
ride, and to Captain Mick Whyte and Staff
Sergeant Mark Balsdon for organising the
event.
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Scottish Minister joins Association

G

raeme Dey MSP has
become the
newest member of
Highland RFCA.

Mr Dey, who is the Minister
for Parliamentary Business
and Veterans at Holyrood and
member for Angus South,
was invited to join after being
hosted by Chief Executive Mark
Dodson as a guest of HRFCA at
this summer’s Stirling Military
Show.
Mr Dey’s association with
the military in the HRFCA area
is strong, with his grandfather
Major James McIntosh MBE MC
having served in the Gordon
Highlanders.
Aberdeen-born Major
McIntosh enlisted in the
Gordon Highlanders in 1921
and posted to 1st Battalion the
following year. He served in
Turkey, Malta, Egypt, India and
Palestine. During his service
in India he was Brigade CQMS
with the Mohmand Expedition
in 1933.
On 1st Battalion’s return to
the UK he was appointed in
1935 as the Battalion’s first MT
Sergeant in 1936. He was then
posted to 5/7th Bn as CSM/PSI
at Banchory in November 1938.

He was granted a Commission
in 5/7th Bn in December 1939.
He was awarded the Military
Cross while commanding C
Company 5/7th Bn in October
1942 at El Alamein. He was
Town Major with 8th Army at
the El Sultan, Western Desert.
He then became Camp
Commandant at HQ,
Tripolitania in June 1943, which
amalgamated with HQ 15 Army
Group in Italy. He was awarded
the MBE as British Camp
Commandant when 15 Army
Group was taken over
by American General Mark
Clark.
Major McIntosh retired from
the Army in November 1945.
He then became a Civil
Servant in the Ministry of
Transport and retired as an
Executive Officer on closure of
Renfrew Airport. He was also
an Instructor in Civil Defence in
Aberdeen and Glasgow and was
awarded the Civil Defence Long
Service Medal in 1968.
On retirement in Aberdeen he
became Honorary Secretary of
the 5th, 7th and 5/7th Bns The
Gordon Highlanders and Old
Comrades Association in 1968,
holding the position until his
death on 3rd April 1977.

Graeme Dey chats to Mark Lancaster MP at Stirling Military Show.

Men of the Gordon Highlanders at El Alamein, Egypt, in 1942.

British Citizen Youth Award for Katlyn
A

cadet from 2nd Battalion
the Highlanders ACF
has been presented with a
prestigious British Citizen
Youth Award (BCyA).
Katlyn Wilson (16), from Macduff,
received her medal at the Palace of
Westminster in London on 18 October
for the outstanding help she gave to a
distressed and injured woman.
The incident took place in August
2017 when Katlyn was walking
her dog and noticed the woman
crouching and crying on the opposite
side of the road.
Other pedestrians were looking
but no-one approached the woman.
Katlyn felt she needed to intervene
and crossed the road to see if the
woman needed any assistance. The
woman started to walk away but
Katlyn persisted until the woman
explained how her partner had

beaten her. Katlyn sat down calmly
and asked if she would like the police
to be informed, and the woman said
yes.
Dialling 999 Katlyn then discovered
that the woman’s partner and his
friend had beaten the woman in
the face and stomach, left her and
returned to stab her in the stomach
with a screwdriver.
Throughout the incident Katlyn
showed courage and calmness under
pressure, stepping forward when
others wouldn’t and delivered sound
first aid and communication with the
police, keeping the woman calm.
Katlyn learned her First Aid skills
as a member of the ACF and was
nominated for the award by her
Battalion.
Katlyn’s medal – along with 22
others – was presented by Ashley
Banjo, creative director of dance
group Diversity.

Katlyn with Ashley Banjo.
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Battalions travel far and wide for camps

I

t was a busy
Summer for our
five AFC Battalions
with camps taking
place across the UK.

Black Watch
cadets enjoyed the
watersports!

The Black Watch
Battalion made the
journey down to Catterick
in Yorkshire. While there
the cadets received a visit
from Colonel Stephanie
Jackman of 51 Brigade.
Meanwhile, 1st
Battalion the Highlanders
were at the Otterburn
Training Area in
Northumberland, while 2
Highlanders were slightly
closer to home with a
stay at Gairlochhead.
The Argyll & Sutherland
Highlanders were also
in Yorkshire, staying at
Strensall.
Finally, Angus &
Dundee Battalion were at
the Warcop Training Area
in Cumbria.
We’ve selected some
of the best images from
each.

Argyll & Sutherland Highlander
cadets had a great time.

Angus & Dundee Battalion made the most of the challenging terrain at Warcop during their Adventurous Training day.

1 Highlanders were at Otterburn in Northumberland.

2 Highlanders were at
Gairlochhead.

High-Light • Issue 20

| 15

Kilsyth: Before . . .

Rosyth: Before . . .

During . . .

During . . .

And after.

And after.

Estates on course for £1m investment
he Estates team has been
carrying out refurbishment
works across the Cadet estate
to help improve the overall
condition of the properties.

T

Between refurbishment works and the
replacement spooner hut strategy they
are on course this financial year to invest
more than £1million.
Refurbishment is always preferable to
replacement due to the relative costs. In
broad terms it is possible to significantly
refurbish 5/6 cadet huts for the price of
one new one.
The first proof of concept was in
Kilsyth ACF where an upgrade to the
thermal insulation was carried out, along
with replacement of external cladding
and complete internal redecoration.
These works should extend the life of
the building by 25 years and hopefully
have a positive effect on recruitment as
the cadets are no longer in a worn-out

looking building. This external work has
already been replicated in Rosyth ACF and
is currently under way at Dalgety Bay ATC.
Works that are under way or completed
this financial year:
Southern area
• ACF Milngavie – Tenders returned and
work ready to begin. Internal redecoration
and WC improvements;
• ACF Dumbarton – Tenders returned
and work ready to begin. Internal
redecoration and WC improvements;
• ACF Kirkintilloch– Tenders have been
returned. Internal redecoration allocated;
• ATC Stirling – Tenders have been
returned. Improvement to WC area.
• ACF Helensburgh – Tender currently
out. Internal redecoration.
Eastern area
• ACF Bld 21 (Works Commenced)
Aberdeen – Internal refurbishment and
treatment of rot already under way;

• ACF Kirriemuir – Internal
redecoration;
• ACF Broughty Ferry – Internal
redecoration;
• ACF Ballingry – External redecoration
and thermal improvements, completed
May 2018;
• ACF Rosyth – Gutter replacement,
external redecoration and thermal
improvements;
• ACF Cupar – Replacement of boiler.
Northern area
• ACF Kyle – Internal refurbishment;
• ACF Brora – External works;
• ACF Daliburgh and Benbecula –
Internal/external paintwork;
• ACF Inverness – Internal
refurbishment;
• ACF Boddam – Gutter replacement
completed;
• ATC Inverness – Upgrade of thermal
cladding.

Selection weekend at Glencorse Barracks

A

rmy Cadet Force adult volunteers
travelled to Glencorse Barracks for cadet
commission selection from 17-19 August.

Forthcoming Events

The Cadet Force Commissioning Board usually takes place at
Westbury in Wiltshire and was being held at Glencorse, near
Penicuick in Midlothian, for the first time. The Board is aiming to
return in two years’ time.
Commissioning Board President Colonel Mike Mullins led
the selection panel. Also present was Murdo Urquhart of ACF,
former Col Cadets at Regional Command.

6 April 2019
22 April 2019
15 June 2019
22 June 2019
26 June 2019
29 June 2019
2-24 August, 2019

The 18 candidates took part in a challenging range of
command tasks designed to test candidates’ leadership qualities
and potential. Most tests took place in syndicate groups
(candidates were given a numbered coloured bib and were
referred to by number throughout the weekend).
HRFCA Chief Executive Brigadier (Retd) Mark Dodson viewed
proceedings on the Sunday, accompanied by Pat O’ Meara,
Colonel Cadets 51st (Infantry) Brigade & HQ Scotland.
Despite some challenging weather conditions all the
candidates kept smiling throughout the intensive weekend.

HRFCA AAM (Queen’s Barracks, Perth)
Royal Gun Salute (Stirling Castle)
Piping at Forres
Armed Forces Day Dundee
Reserves Day
Armed Forces Day (UK-wide)
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
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